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Years of 100% Membership

AZ VFW Honors Senator, Comrade

Courtesy Photos

$UL]RQD$UP\1DWLRQDO*XDUGSKRWRE\6WDႇ6JW%ULDQ$%DUERXU

The Arizona Army National Guard’s Military Funeral Honors Team
carries Arizona Sen. John McCain's casket from the Arizona
State Capital Building Rotunda to an awaiting hearse Aug. 30,
2018. VFW and Auxillary members from across the state were on

hand to honor McCain, a 32 year Life Member of Arizona VFW
3RVWDWWKH&DSLWROEHIRUHKLVWUDQVLWLRQWRKLV¿QDOUHVWLQJ
place in Annapolis, Md, after loosing his battle with brain cancer
earlier that month.

9):$ZDUGV1HDUO\LQ&ROOHJH7XLWLRQIRU9HWHUDQV
More than 170 student veterans have been awarded scholarships for the fall semester
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (August 7,
2018) – The Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the U.S. is pleased to announce 172
student veterans have been chosen
as 2018 fall semester recipients of
the VFW’s “Sport Clips Help A Hero
Scholarship.” Together, these student

veterans will receive nearly $790,000
in college scholarships.
For more than a decade, the
VFW’s long-standing relationship
with Sport Clips Haircuts has focused
on assisting service members, veterans
and their families. In 2014, the focus

expanded to establish the Help A Hero
Scholarship program.
With the continued rising costs of
HGXFDWLRQPLOLWDU\HGXFDWLRQEHQH¿WV
often run out or fall short of covering
the full costs of a college education
which leaves many student veterans
Tuition Cont. Page 4
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State Commander
Gene Wood, Post 12043 Maricopa
&RPUDGHV6LVWHUV %URWKHUV
+HUHZHDUHPRQWKVLQWRWKH\HDU
:H NQRZ ZKDW WKH PLVVLRQ LV DQG
ZKDWLVH[SHFWHGRIXVE\&,&%-/DZUHQFH,DVNWKDWHDFKRI\RXUHDGWKH
3URJUDP %RRN 0DNH ,W +DSSHQ  DV
ZHOODVWKH'HSDUWPHQW5RVWHUWRIDPLOLDUL]H \RXUVHOYHV ZLWK ZKDW LV UHTXLUHGIRU\RXDQG\RXU3RVWDQG'LVWULFWWRUHDFK$OO
6WDWHDQG$OO$PHULFDQVWDWXVIRUWKLV\HDU7KHUHDUHD
IHZFKDQJHVDQGQHZIRUPV0DNHVXUH\RXKDYHPDGH
HYHU\RQH DZDUH RI WKHVHV FKDQJHV  (YHU\RQH ZRUNV
KDUGXVLQJLQFRUUHFWIRUPVRUHUURUVLQUHSRUWLQJFRXOG
EHFRVWO\:KHQZHDOOZRUNWRJHWKHURQWKHSURJUDPV
DQGPHPEHUVKLSWKHUHVXOWLVVXFFHVVWKLV\HDU
)LUVWVWDQGLQJE\RXUORJR³1RRQHGRHVPRUHIRURXU
9HWHUDQV´6HFRQGUHDFKLQJRXWWRWKH&RPUDGHV\RX
PHHWWRVHHLIWKH\RUDIDPLO\PHPEHURID&RPUDGH
DUHLQQHHGRIDVVLVWDQFHRIDQ\NLQGOLNHHGXFDWLRQLQIRUPDWLRQ 9$ FODLPV LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG DYDLODEOH EHQH¿WV6RPHWLPHVD&RPUDGHRUDIDPLO\PHPEHUQHHGV
D³+DQG8S´QRWD³+DQG2XW´3DUWRIWKHWHDPLVRXU
Commander Cont. Page 4
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State Auxiliary President
Kim Harney, Post 9972 Sierra Vista
T Department Auxiliary M.I.T.
The
ttrainings have begun. The DeSDUWPHQW RɤFHUV DORQJ ZLWK WKH
S
3URJUDP FKDLUPDQ KDYH KHOG 
3
WWUDLQLQJV DOUHDG\ VLQFH FRQYHQWWLRQ  7KHUH ZLOO EH WZR PRUH
One on August 11th at Auxiliary
O
LQ4XDUW]VLWHDQG6HSWWKDW

Auxiliary 9401 in Lake Havasu City. Trainings are
IURP9):PHPEHUVDUHPRUHWKDQZHOFRPH
WR DWWHQG RXU WUDLQLQJV  3OHDVH FRPH DQG OHDUQ
more about the programs that your Auxiliaries are
GRLQJWKLV\HDU
, KDYH EHHQ DEOH WR DWWHQG 'LVWULFW PHHWLQJV LQ
'LVWULFWDQG$X[LOLDULHVLQWKHVHDUHDV
are all in the planning stages for their events. I
HQMR\HGSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQWKH³%RZOIRU9HWV´WKDW
$X[LOLDU\  KHOG LQ 3LQHWRS  7KH 'LVWULFW 
FRPPDQGHU 0DULR 9LOOHJDV DQG , KDG D KHDOWK\
FRPSHWLWLRQRYHUZKRZRXOGERZOWKHEHVWZKLFK
DGGHGWRWKHIXQ
,DOVRZLVKWRSDVVRQWKDWRXU'HSDUWPHQWKDVORVW
Auxiliary Cont. Page 4

Arizona VFW & Auxiliary 2ႈFHUV
6WDWH2ႈFHUV

$X[LOLDU\2ႈFHUV

1DWLRQDO&RXQFLOPDQ0LNH)HUJXVRQ3632 Tempe
Commander - Gene Wood 12043 Maricopa
6U9LFH&RPPDQGHU7RP-XGG9907 Show Low
-U9LFH&RPPDQGHU-HႇHU\(LOHU1433 Glendale
QM/Adjutant - Ski Kuczynski 3632 Tempe
-XGJH$GYRFDWH/DUU\:LOOLDPV3713 Coolidge
6XUJHRQ0LNH.HPHU\ 12043 Maricopa
$VVW40$GMXWDQW5D\7KRPDV3632 Tempe
&KDSODLQ5DOSK7HDJDUGLQ5990 Marana
6HUYLFH2ႈFHU0LNH)HUJXVRQ3632 Tempe

1DWLRQDO&RXQFLO0HPEHU.LP6ORDQ10188 Tucson
President - Kim Harney 9972 Sierra Vista
6U9LFH3UHV6KHOLD/HH(LOHU1433 Glendale
-U9LFH3UHVLGHQW0HORG\-XGG9907 Show Low
6HFUHWDU\7UHDVXUHU.LP6ORDQ 10188 Tucson
&KDSODLQ-DQDH.HPHU\12043 Maricopa
Conductress - 5KRQGD)ROOHWW0HDGYLHZ
Guard - -RKQHWWH*LEVRQ'H%RDUG0RKDYH9DOOH\
&KLHIRI6WDႇ%DPEL-RKQVRQApache Junction

'LVWULFW&RPPDQGHUV
#1 'HQQLV'ROH 769 Quartzsite
#2 $ODQ7RELVK 7400 Cottonwood
#3 5LFNH\0LQGW3715 Phoenix
#4 0DQXHO%OHD 9400 Sunnyslope
#5 5D\PRQG/*HUYLQJ 549 Tucson
#6 0DULR9LOOHJDV 1704 Globe
#7 &ODUHQFH/DUVRQ 9972 Sierra Vista
#8 'DYLG3ULFH 10005 Bullhead City
#10 &DUORV/R]DQR8053 Chandler

$X[LOLDU\'LVWULFW3UHVLGHQWV

#1 Paula Walter
#2 9HUQHOO7RELVK
#3 Carolyn Quinton
#4 :HH]LH%XUUHOO
#5 Marie Monsen
#6 Charlene Kozakiewicz
#7 (OL]DEHWK)URVW
#8 %REE\'H%RDUG
#10 Kim Minor

Veterans of Foreign Wars Arizona (issn 0744-9887) is published two times a year in October and April in a digital format that can be printed as an 8.5 x 11 newsletter. It is an
RႈFLDOSXEOLFDWLRQRIWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI$UL]RQD9HWHUDQVRI)RUHLJQ:DUVRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV7KH2ႈFHLVORFDWHGDW6$VK$YH7HPSH$=6XEVFULSWLRQUDWH
LVSHU\HDUDVSDUWRIDQQXDOGXHV$OORWKHUVSHU\HDU$OOZULWWHQFRS\SKRWRJUDSKVDQGJUDSKLFVLQWHQGHGIRUSXEOLFDWLRQVKRXOGEHHPDLOWRDUL]YIZ#JPDLOFRP
9):3RVWVZLWKLQWHUQHWFRQQHFWLYLW\LVVXHVFDQPDLOFRQWHQWWR/³6NL´.XF]\QVNL6$VK$YH7HPSH$=
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State Sr. Vice Commander State Judge Advocate
Tom Judd, Post 9907 Show Low
Comrades and Auxiliary Members,
Congratulations! You achieved 51
years of 100 percent or better membership. It is you, the Members, who
did it because you are the Department
of Arizona. I am thanking our Auxiliary because they do a lot of work and
recruiting also. So where am I going
next, yes we are working on 52 years, and I know that we
can do it. At the end of the 2017-18 year we had 2,500
members who did not renewed their dues, and we will not
survive at that rate. One of the many things we are working on is to help Posts that are having a hard time doing
the work of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. How do we do
this? One way is to get our members active in the Post doing what we were formed to do 119 years ago, taking care
of our Veterans and Families. When we get our members
involved in something they like to do, look at what we can
get done.
In many cases, we have lost touch with our members.
We need to know who they are and what their needs are.
/HWXVJHWEDFNWREDVLFV²RXU¿UVWSULRULW\LVWDNLQJFDUH
of our members and the veteran community as a whole.
We need to build a strong organization for the future,
recruit new and recover unpaid members, retain and menSr. Vice Cont. Page 5
Commander Cont.
$X[LOLDU\6LVWHUVDQG%URWKHUV7KH\DUHZRUNLQJZLWK
XVDQGZHZLWKWKHPDVDWHDPWRPDNH$UL]RQDVXFFHVVIXO/HWXVDOOZRUNWRJHWKHUDQGFKDQJHWKHVWLJPD
RIWKH9HWHUDQVRI)RUHLJQ:DUVIURPD³9):%DU´WR
DQRUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWVXSSRUWV9HWHUDQVWKHLUIDPLOLHV
<RXWK SURJUDPV DQG &RPPXQLW\  7KLUG PHPEHUVKLSIRUWKH9):WRVWD\DOLYHLVFUXFLDOPHPEHUVDUH
ZKDW NHHSV XV JRLQJ  :KDW D VXFFHVV VWRU\ IRU $UL]RQDWRKDYH\HDUVRI0HPEHUVKLS1DWLRQDO
LVVD\LQJZHFDQ¶WGR\HDUV,VD\WKDWZLWK
9HWHUDQVLQ$UL]RQDWKDWRXUJRDORILQPHPEHUVKLSE\-XQHLVYHU\DFKLHYDEOH5HFUXLW
&RPUDGHV DQG WKHLU HOLJLEOH IDPLO\ PHPEHUV  7HOO
WKHPZK\\RXMRLQHGWKH9):DQGZKDWWKLVRUJDQLzation is all about.
/HW¶VDOOKDYHDIXQ¿OOHGVXFFHVVIXO\HDU3DXODDQG,
ZLOOVHH\RXDOOVRPHZKHUHRQWKHURDG
*HQH:RRG
&RPPDQGHU

Larry Williams, Post 3713 Coolidge
I would like to thank you all for having the faith in me to serve as your State
Judge Advocate for the year 2018-2019.
It was a wonderful year last year as your
State Surgeon. I hope to have a great year
with everyone. And try to keep up the
high standards that have been set by the
RWKHUVRIWKLVR൶FH5HPHPEHUWRUHDG
your national bylaw book and use the change of command
by going to your district commander before you bring it to
department.
The way we make it a great year is though communication with each other. We don’t want something small to
become a big problem. I would like to remind all of the
comrades, male and female, that it will take us all to make
this year one of the best by working together. If your post
has an auxiliary, please work with them .They will help
your post though the hard times and the good times. They
are a valuable asset to our wonderful organization so please
try to be one unit. So let’s talk to each other, communicate
and make this the one of the best years. Let’s make this the
52 sec. year at 100% in Membership for you and the State.
Thank you for all you do.
Larry Williams
State Judge Advocate 2018-19
Auxiliary Cont.
WZRRIRXU$X[LOLDULHVVLQFHFRQYHQWLRQ3RVWLQ
+XDFKXFD&LW\PHUJHGZLWK3RVWWKHUHIRUH$X[LOLDU\  DOVR PHUJHG ZLWK $X[LOLDU\   $X[LOLDU\  VXUUHQGHUHG WKHLU FKDUWHU GXH WR KDYLQJ D
GLɤFXOW\WLPHIXO¿OOLQJRɤFHUSRVLWLRQVDVUHTXLUHGE\
WKHE\ODZV0HPEHUVIURPERWK$X[LOLDULHVKDYHWUDQVIHUUHG
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV WR DOO RI WKH 9): RɤFHUV ZKR ZHUH
HOHFWHG DW WKLV \HDU¶V VWDWH FRQYHQWLRQ  1DWLRQDO FRQYHQWLRQZDVJUHDWIXQ&RQJUDWXODWLRQVWRRXU9):'HSDUWPHQWIRU\HDUVLQDURZRILQPHPEHUVKLS
, DP ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR ZRUNLQJ ZLWK WKH 6WDWH &RPPDQGHU*HQH:RRGWKLV\HDUDVZHERWKZRUNIRURXU
9HWHUDQVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV
Kim Harney
$X[LOLDU\3UHVLGHQW
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without a degree. The Help A Hero Scholarship provides student veterans with the
chance to achieve their education goals
without incurring excessive student loan
debt.
To date, the Help A Hero program has
awarded nearly $5 million in college tuition
assistance and has provided scholarships
to more than 1,100 service members and
veterans.
“Through the generosity of the VFW,
Sport Clips, and the many individual donors
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and supporters, the aspirations and potential
of veterans are able to be realized,” said
scholarship recipient Andrew Mueller, an
Army veteran attending Iowa State University. “Thank you for believing in veterans
like myself and in your continued support
of servicemen and servicewomen all over
our nation. It is because of you that thousands of veterans are able to make continued education a reality.”
Help A Hero scholarships are awarded
exclusively to service members and veterans twice
a year and
help cover
the cost
of tuition
and fees.
Scholarship
applications
are currently being
accepted
for the
2019 spring
semester.

Need Help With a VA Claim?
9):6HUYLFH2ႈFHU
1&HQWUDO$YH6WH
Phoenix, AZ 85304
3KRQH
)$;

PAGE 5
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tor existing membership,
develop new Posts and
revitalize existing Posts,
increase Life Membership
and increase Legacy Life
Membership.
As you can see we have
a very busy year ahead of
us with lots of work to do
and this will be done by
RXU6WDWH/LQH2൶FHUV
'LVWULFW/LQH2൶FHUV
as well as our Posts and
Members. And if we are
doing what we enjoy, then
we can have a lot of fun.
I would like to Thank
Ken Marshall Jr. Past State
Commander for a Great
Year 2017-18 and we will
have a Great Year with
Gene Wood as our State
Commander 2018-19.
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by Carlos Lozano, District 10 Commander

fter retiring from 34 years
of service from the US
Navy, I was often asked
to join the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW). I pushed back
for a multitude of reasons but primarily because I always envisioned (and
REVHUYHG DVPRNHG¿OOHGEDUZLWK
many inebriated patrons, telling crude
jokes and embellished war stories
(sea stories for us Navy types). It
also appeared to me to be a “good ole
boys club” and, if you were not one
of them, you did not belong– not once
did anyone try to change my opinion
or perspective. This environment did
QRWDSSHDOWRPHVR,PDGHQRH൵RUWWR
join.
Many years after retiring, I began to hear and read stories about
the VFW and what it was doing both
legislatively at the national level, but
also at the local post level, to help
my fellow veterans. My interest was
piqued. I initially contacted a local
post to inquire about joining – I got no
response. Well, that settled thatinterest
so I moved on.
Fast track another few years and
suddenly, thanks to sequester, I became retired-retired. Finding myself
with nothing to do, I decided to seek
out the VFW once again. I contacted
DGL൵HUHQWSRVWDQGWKH\TXLFNO\DQG
gladly invited me to join – so I did.
Well, I soon discovered what “be
careful for what you wish for” means.
2QP\YHU\¿UVWSRVWPHHWLQJ,ZDV
asked if I wanted to be a Jr. Vice Commander and, because I did not know
what I did not know, I said OK - and
so began my journey of discovery.
Before I share my personal observations and views, I need to make
certain disclaimers. The opinions
presented here are strictly my own.
They are based on several years as a
SRVWOLQHR൶FHUSDVWSRVWFRPPDQGHU
and current district commander. These
opinions do not represent the views of

all VFW members and in many cases,
GRQRWUHÀHFWZKDWJRHVRQDWHYHU\
post. Many will disagree with me and
WKDWLV¿QH,RQO\KRSHWKDWWKLVIRVters a healthy discussion about how to
move the VFW forward to become a
EHWWHUDQGPRUHH൵HFWLYHRUJDQL]DWLRQ
So back to the initial question
posed in the title – “Why did I join the
VFW?” I joined the VFW because, as
its motto states, “no one does more
for veterans,” and I wanted to be part
of that force that helps veterans. The
other reason that inspired me to join is
the work that we do with our community – vets in the classroom, Patriots
Pen, Teacher of the Year to name a
few. In addition, for those posts that
have an active Auxiliary and a robust
¿QDQFLDODFFRXQWPDQ\YHWHUDQDQG
civic organization
EHQH¿WLPPHQVHO\
by the post’s
generosity. All of
these shine a very
positive light with
their community
DQGUHÀHFWVJUHDWly on the VFW.
The other reason
I joined the VFW
even though it
was not apparent
to me at the time,
is the work that VFW at the national
OHYHOGRHVWR¿JKWIRUEHQH¿WVOHJLVODWLRQWKDWEHQH¿WVWKHYHWHUDQV 9$*,
Bill, Agent Orange, etc.) and its political lobbying power in congress.
What is not apparent to those who
are not active in their VFW posts, is
how much work it takes to do all the
things the VFW says it does or requires - and therein lies the problem.
It takes a lot of work to run the VFW
programs, to raise funds, and to meet
DOOWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVQHFHVVDU\WRH൵HFtively run a post. While many do join
(1.3 million or so nationwide), few
attend the monthly meetings and even

fewer actually do all the work. What I
quickly discovered after being “volunWHHUHG´WREHFRPHDSRVWR൶FHULVWKDW
the more you do, the more is expected
of you. Acerbating the problem, the
remainder of the personnel who are
QHYHUWKHUHWRKHOSDUHWKH¿UVWWR
promptly criticize, bad mouth, and
in many case conspire to derail any
chance of success. Those who have
some expertise, rather than choosing
to mentor the new folks coming in, are
instead reluctant to help because of the
illusion that “knowledge is power”.
Leaving the new folks to fend for
themselves only to face criticism when
they make a mistake.
During the opening ritual of a post
meeting, it is stated “… do not let jealRXVLHVRUWULYLDOSHUVRQDOLWLHVLQÀXHQFH
our deliberations.
Let us uphold
always the obligations of unselfish comradeship
and loyalty to our
organization …”.
In many cases, this
is far from reality. The posts are
fraught with people
who demonstrate
petty jealousies,
bickering, back
stabbing and disruptive behavior. Like
a cancer, these folks create an atmosphere that has an odious and insidious
D൵HFWLQWKHKHDOWKDQGZHOOEHLQJRI
the unit. They constraints recruitment
RIQHZSHRSOHDQGVWLÀHWKHFUHDWLYLW\
of those who are there and want to do
good.In short, the environment that I
address earlier has not changed very
much – in some cases, some posts are
VWLOOVPRNH¿OOHGIXOORIJUXPS\ROG
men, have not fully evolved into a
more inclusive unit, and are still telling the same old stories.
We need change. We need to
identify and roust those mal contents

"We need to identify and roust those
mal contents from
our ranks and put
in place folks who
have the leadership
skills to inspire and
motivate."

Discovered Cont. Page 7
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from our ranks and put in
place folks who have the
leadership skills to inspire
and motivate. We need
to evolve away from the
VPRNH¿OOHGEDUVDQGFUHDWH
a more welcoming environment for all veterans, young
and old. We need to develop
DPRUHH൵HFWLYHPHQWRULQJ
program to ensure that new
post commanders have the
people, skills and tools to
succeed. We need to demonstrate true comradeship
– not just through honest
friendship, but because we
have common goals and objectives. How can we help
our fellow veterans in need
if we are not even willing
to help our fellow veterans
within our own posts?
Yes, we need change and
it has to start with you and

ARIZONA VFW NEWS

me. We must become the
change agent that inspires
and motivates those around
us. We must provide and
articulate a vision for the
future where everyone is
pushing in the same direction. We must recognize
and acknowledge those
who contribute the most,
while encouraging those
that are not. We must set the
example both morally and
ethically so that we can lead
E\H[DPSOHDQG¿QDOO\ZH
must provide an environment for continues learning,
mentorship and growth.
Lastly, we must remember
that we honor the ultimate
VDFUL¿FHRIRXUFRPUDGHVE\
how we live and by how we
comport ourselves – make
them proud of us!

PAGE 7
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'HSW&PGU7DNHV3OXQJH)RU)XQGV Cootie
DWUG$QQXDO&RRWLH&DUQLYDO
News
Arizona VFW Commander Gene Wood swallows his pride witha face full of cream during the 3rd AnQXDO&RRWLH&DUQLYDOZKHUHWKH\KLVHႇRUWUDLVHG

7KH5HVLGHQWV&RRWLHVDQG6WDWH
Home employees (including the Director) all had a great time on Wednesday
at the Third Annual Cootie Carnival.
Our Grand Commander went into the
dunk tank and nearly drowned. Weezie
GXQNHGKLPRQKHU¿UVWWKURZ
Our VFW Department Commander
did a fund raiser for the State Home
for over $120.00. A whipped cream pie
throwing contest was added to the afternoon games. Cooties
could purchase a paper
plate full of whipped
cream for $10.00 to
throw at Gene. Attached is a photo of
Manny ending his career in the VFW as he
hit our Commander in
the face with whipped

cream.
I am sure that many more photos of
Gene will appear on the electronic board
in the canteen and elsewhere. We also
need to be sure that photos of the Grand
Commander in the dunk tank are widely
circulated.
Bill Talcott
Hospital Chairman
Cootie Pup Tent 11
VFW Post 9400

We Cooties and Cuties are
Comrades, Brothers, and
6LVWHUV¿UVWDV,VWDWHGLQ
my address at the Arizona
Department Convention. I
look forward to leading the
Grand in supporting the Arizona VFW Department in
hospital work and having a
great year. Both the National VFW and MOC Supreme
conventions provided a lot
of information and approved
changes to the Bylaws and
5LWXDOV&RQJUDWXODWLRQVWR
our comrade, Darin Combs
for election to MOC Supreme Jr. Vice Commanderin-Chief. Continue to work
hard and recruit worthy
members. We Cooties will
do the same and "Keep 'em
Smilin' in Beds of White."
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reetings to all and thank you
all for your time. Maricopa
VFW Post 720 begins its 97th
year this year and, I invite
you all out to see our facility. Over the
past year, we have made upgrades to our
facility as they were needed after our roof
and ballroom was destroyed by the monsoon last year. Our quartermaster Gary
Crawford has dedicated countless hours
leading the charge, and our post is most
grateful for his passion and enthusiasm for
our post and our organization. Our post
is lucky to have some dedicated members
VXFKDV*XQQ\$QG\$UW5RFN\7RPP\
Bill, Jaime, Larry, Pat and Lon that support our mission.
Lots of changes at our post as we
continue to rebound and grow. VFW
3RVWKDVSODQVIRUD9HWHUDQ5HVRXUFH
Center in our Post where our veterans can
come in and utilize the computers to help
¿OHIRUEHQH¿WVUHVHDUFKDQG¿QGKHOSLQ
their area. Looking forward to starting
the project in the fall and assisting our
veterans once completed. Thank you,
Herb Harrison, for taking the lead on this
project!
Our Auxiliary is focused and supporting and continues to shine. We are lucky
to have such a wonderful dedicated bunch.
We welcome Wanda Majaeski as our
President this year and look forward to
working with her as we welcome Our National President in February 2019. Claire
Quarterman –Crawford is the backbone of
our organization and a tireless volunteer.
David Smith is a workhorse and very
rarely says no when asked to help out.
And of course, where would our Post be
without Ms. Liz Wolfenbarger. Ms. Liz’s
commitment and love for our post are second to none. We are also grateful to our
Friends of the post, Mark Stevens, Glen,
Kathy and Bill, whose dedication to our
Post are immeasurable.
We have one of our own, life member
Dr. Steve Ferrara running for Congress in
CD9. Dr. Steve Ferrara is retired Navy,
ZDVWKHFKLHIPHGLFDOR൶FHURIWKH1DY\
is a Native Arizonian and believes in
supporting us Veterans. Please take some
WLPHDQGORRNLQWRKLPDVZHZLOO¿QGQR
better-quality advocate for the VFW than
Dr. Steve Ferrara.
Our Post will be inducting former multiple Past President Virginia Kuecker and
member Bob Snooty into VFW Post 720
Hall of Fame in March 2019. Virginia’s
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contributions and dedication to our post are
truly inspiring, and her knowledge of our history is priceless. Mr. Bob Snotty is an Army
Korean War Veteran, and his commitment and
devotion are motivating others to volunteer.
Few people have volunteered as many hours to
our Post then these two remarkable Americans
and our Post is lucky to have them.
VFW Post 720 has been a part of Phoenix for
97 years, and we are hoping to be here at least
another 97 years. Thank you all for your time,
and I hope to continue VFW Post 720 tradition to helping and serving the veterans of our
community. I am honored to continue our Post’s
customs as we continue to build our membership and take care of our veterans, someone
should and why not us!
Joseph Dora
Post 720 Commander
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-RH+DUGW0XVHXPDQG$UW*DOOHU\
$+LGGHQ-HPRIWKH7RQWR%DVLQ
Photos and Story by PDD Frank (Gunny) Alger, Post 818

T

he Private Joe Hardt Museum and Art Gallery is located
in a small and fairly unknown community most people
associate with Tonto Basin. Punkin Center, Ariz., hosts
D¿UVWFODVVPLOLWDU\0XVHXPDQG$UW*DOOHU\WKDWZKLOHOLWWOH
known holds a rich history and is a great learning tool for schools
and other youth organizations.
The detachment and museum is named after Marine Private
Joseph H. Hardt, a World War I Marine who served in France.
Pvt Hardt was born in 1894 in Payson, AZ about 30 miles north
of Punkin Center. He passed away in 1974 and was the
only Marine buried in the Tonto Basin cemetery when the detachment was formed in 1992.
The Detachment asked his daughter's permission to use her
father's name for the detachment. The Museum started when the
detachment was given these pictures by Pvt. Hardt’s daughter after they asked permissionto use her father’s name for our detachment. She donated several pictures and artifacts from Pvt. Hardt's
military history, which the detachment put on display. Members
DOVRGRQDWHGLWHPVDQGWKH0XVHXPZDVR൵WRDKXPEOHEHJLQning. In 1996, the museum began to grow as people saw what the
'HWDFKPHQWZDVGRLQJ'RQDWLRQVÀRZHGLQIURPDOOFRUQHUVRI
the state. Now the facility consists of three modular buildings, the
Museum, the Art Gallery and the Detachment HQ's.
7KH0XVHXPLV¿OOHGZLWK,WHPVJRLQJDVIDUEDFNDV::,

and the The included pictures are of some of the Items in the
Museum and artwork in the Art Gallery. Most of the art work
was created by Marine Austin Deuel, who was a Marine Combat
Artist in Vietnam. The paintings were done from his on site observations during his time in Vietnam. Ausin is mostly know for
ZHVWHUQJHQUH¿JXUHSDLQLQJVFXOSWXUHVDQGPXUDOVEXWKHKDV
SURGXFHGD¿QHFROOHFWLRQRISDLQLQJVIRUWKH3YW-RH+DUGW$UW
Gallery depicing various
military scenes.
The Pvt. Joe Hardt Detachment and Museum is looking to
make some much needed renovations and upgrades to their facility. They are looking to raise about $50,000 to ensure that this
facility can continue to educate the local community and visitors
from around the country that come to enjoy the unique items and
the stories that go with them as told by the curator PDD Don
Davis. If you would like a Tour of the Museum and Art Gallery
or to make a donation please contact the PVT Joe Hardt Detachment at:
PVT. Joe Hardt Detachment 818
P. O. Box 798
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553-0798
928-479-2479 or pvtjoehardt818@gmail.com
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&RRWLHV$SSUHFLDWHGIRU&DULQJE\9$3DWLHQWV
Cootie Pup Tent 11 (Post 9400) in Phoenix was recently treated
to a picnic by former and current patients from the Phoenix VA
Hospital. Cooties are accustomed to hosting VA patients but they
are very, very seldom hosted by the patients. The patients wanted
to thank the Pup Tent for thousands of dollars in donations and

QXPHURXVHQWHUWDLQPHQWHYHQWV7KHSLFQLFWRRNSODFHR൵VLWHDW
Indian School Park in July. Pictured are Cooties, Cootie Auxiliary
along with current and former VA patients. (Photo Courtesy Bill
Talcott, Cootie Pup Tent 11, VFW Post 9400)

9):8UJHV0,$)DPLOLHVWR3URYLGH'1$6DPSOHV
5HWXUQRI$PHULFDQ0,$VIURP1RUWK.RUHDEHJLQV
WASHINGTON (July 27, 2018) — Now
that North Korea has unilaterally turned
over 55 boxes of remains believed to contain missing American servicemen from
the Korean War, the new national commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States is urging the families of
Korean and Cold War missing to ensure
the Defense Department has a DNA
UHIHUHQFHVDPSOHRQ¿OHWRKHOSVSHHGWKH
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQSURFHVV
“Some 5,300 of 7,699 American unaccounted-for war dead are believed to be in
North Korea, and 111 of our 126 Cold War
missing are in the vicinity of the Korean
peninsula, yet family reference samples on
¿OHRQO\DFFRXQWIRUSHUFHQWRI.RUHDQ
War missing and 85 percent of Cold War
losses,” said new VFW National Commander Vincent “B.J.” Lawrence.
“We have to do better than that, and

that’s why I’m calling on more than 1.6
million VFW and VFW Auxiliary members to canvas their neighborhoods and
urge every MIA family — even distant
relatives — to provide a family reference
sample in the hope that the next identi¿FDWLRQDQQRXQFHPHQWLVWKHLUORQJORVW
soldier, sailor, airman, Marine or contract
civilian."
According to the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency, all immediate family
members, as well as maternal and paternal
relatives, are eligible to donate a family
reference sample, which is essentially
DFRWWRQFKHHNVZDE5HODWLYHVVKRXOG
FRQWDFWDPLOLWDU\VHUYLFHFDVXDOW\R൶FHU
for information on how to provide a DNA
sample. Those numbers are:



86$UP\  
860DULQHV  





861DY\  
86$LU)RUFH  
'HSWRI6WDWH  

“Today marks 65 years since the signLQJRIWKHDUPLVWLFHRUFHDVH¿UHDJUHHment,” said Lawrence, of Alamogordo,
N.M. “The potential for peace on the
peninsula in the macro sense has to be
on denuclearizing North Korea, but to
the families of the missing, their macro
view of the world begins at home, where
for more than six decades they have been
asking questions that have mostly gone
unanswered. This is why ensuring a family
UHIHUHQFHVDPSOHLVRQ¿OHLVVRLPSRUWDQW
,GHQWL¿FDWLRQVFDQEHPDGHWKURXJKVWURQJ
circumstantial evidence, but nothing says
proof-positive better than an actual DNA
match.”
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